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For Info: Reina Foster, Parent Association President at PS 332: 917 685-0323.
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AQE Post Video on Web Site:
FIX OUR SCHOOLS DON’T ABANDON THEM

SCHOOL CLOSINGS TEST CHANGES TO MAYORAL CONTROL--

IS PEP STILL A RUBBER STAMP?  
WILL PARENTS STILL BE SHUT OUT & IGNORED?
$4 million in Federal Turnaround Aid Could be Available to 

Help Turnaround Schools 
Brooklyn—The day before the Panel on Educational Policy is scheduled to vote on closing 20 New York City schools, the Alliance for Quality Education released a video documenting the tremendous parental opposition to many of the proposed school closings; Assemblyman Rory Lancman and Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz are also featured in the video.
VIDEO: DOE School Closings Abandon Parents, Students and Community

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XC_T2AblvA4

This footage was taken over the course of two weeks at four school closing hearings and a MLK Day Educational Justice Rally organized by the Coalition for Educational Justice.  The school closing hearings were held as a result of reforms that were made to mayoral control in 2009.  Tuesday’s PEP meeting will be the first time the PEP has ever voted on school closings.  In the past the Panel has been seen as a rubber stamp for anything proposed by Chancellor Klein voting 100% of the time in support of his proposals.  

"I can't understand why the DOE would shut down a school that does so much good in the neighborhood. I've sent five of my children to PS 332 and I graduated from it myself. Despite having the highest population of homeless students in Brooklyn, our test scores are up, our attendance is up and we've been labeled 'proficient' in our last three quality 
reviews. Shutting down PS 332 would hurt the whole community, especially the children who live in shelters. My message to the DOE is: help us fix our problems, don't turn your back on us," said Reina Foster, Parent Association President at PS 332.

In December the Department of Education proposed to close over 20 schools throughout New York City. During the first two weeks of January hearings were held to take public comment on the closing of the schools.  Most schools slated for closing are located in the lowest income neighborhoods in New York. Many of the neighborhoods and schools have the highest concentration of English language learners, special 
education, homeless and free lunch students.  Eight of the 20 schools proposed for closure are on the list of Persistently Lowest Achieving released by the NYS Education Department yesterday.  Each of the schools on the list is eligible for $500,000 in federal school turnaround funds if a turnaround plan is approved by the State Commissioner of Education, but the DOE has yet to develop school turnaround plans.  Parents and advocates are questioning how it makes sense to close a school rather than implementing a plan to fix it.

“The PEP should stop ignoring parents and refuse to rubber stamp these school closings—don’t abandon our schools, fix them!” said Shana Marks-Odinga. “Shutting down these schools without proposing a turnaround plan is totally backwards.  There is $4 million in federal funds that could be used to turnaround eight of these schools, but the DOE has offered no plan to turn any of them around.  And twelve schools are not even on the state’s list, so why is it that the DOE wants to shut them down?  We are entitled to real answers and a real plan to fix all of these schools, not abandon them.”

This footage was taken from:

-1/6/2010 – PS 332 School Closure Public Hearing – Brownsville, Brooklyn

-1/7/2010 – Paul Robeson High School Closure Hearing – Crown Heights, 
Brooklyn

-1/7/2010 – Jamaica High School Closure Hearing – Jamaica, Queens

-1/14/2010 - Metropolitan Corporate Academy (MCA) School Closure Hearing 
– Downtown Brooklyn

-1/18/2010 – Coalition for Educational Justice (CEJ) MLK Educational 
Justice Day – Abyssinian Baptist Church, Harlem
###

