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RELEASE

Analysis of Drop in Student Test Scores
Students in Underfunded, High Need Schools Show Much Steeper Decline

Across New York State student test scores dropped precipitously under the new regimen of Common Core tests. However, the scores
dropped much more dramatically in schools with high rates of poverty where school funding is significantly lower. While schools in the
wealthier (low-need) districts saw a 33 percent drop in student English Language Arts scores, schools in the highest need districts saw
a drop ranging between 44 percent and 63 percent. There is a close correlation between the degree of the drop in student outcomes
and the spending per pupil. Schools in the state’s wealthiest districts spend $8,601 more per pupil than the neediest schools. The
higher need schools have seen much greater classroom cuts in recent years due to inadequate state funding. This has meant cuts in
the quality of the curriculum, tutoring, library and guidance services, as well as increasing class sizes. The dramatic disparity in the
drop in student scores correlates with the disparity in cuts to educational opportunities as a result of New York State policies. Click here
for graphs of this disparity.

“The plunge in student test scores reveals, yet again, the growing opportunity gap in this state between the haves and the have nots,”
said Billy Easton, Executive Director of the Alliance for Quality Education. “The moral compass of this state has been clouded not
only by the test obsession but also by the complete neglect of some students in this state. Albany needs to stop spinning the tired
mantra that money does not matter because there is a very close correlation between how far test scores dropped and funding levels—
the more underfunded the district, the more dramatic the drop.”
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Dropin ELA Test Scores by Need Resource
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Total Public 55.1 31.1 -24 44%
Low Need 1772 519 -23.3 33%
Average Need 62.4 335 -27.4 44%
NYC 46.9 264 -20.5 44%
Rural High Need 49 2.7 -26.3 54%
Small Cities High
Need 42 18 -24.3 58%
Large City High
Need 28.1 104 -17.7 63%

In New York City, there is also a huge disparity in the test score drop. Schools with higher rates of student poverty, which are more likely
to be underfunded, saw a 15 percent higher drop in scores.
#it#

Tell a Friend

e Take action and then invite your friends to fight for quality education for all students now!

Find your State Senators

¢ Find out who your New York Senator is!

Find your State Assembly Member

e Find out who your Assembly Member is!

Founded only in 2000, the Alliance for Quality Education (AQE) has quickly become New York state’s lead community-based
organization in the fight for high quality public education.

Your gift will support our successful work to win funding to reduce class size, expand pre-kindergarten, and provide essential education
services for millions of New York children.
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e Thanks for the recent follow @barnettcomic @jcbriones @Tuesnay Happy to connect :) have a great Monday. Time ago 1 Hour
via Commun.it

Follow @AQE_ NY on twitter.
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