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Investing in a Challenging and Engaging Curriculum

What’s happening in New York:

e Common Core: New York
adopted the Common Core
curriculum this year, which
aims to raise standards and
promote critical thinking.

' COLLEGE ADMISSIONS:

What Really Matters?

GPA, extracurmicutar activites, ACT scores, With so many factors
playing a part in the colloge AdMSSIONS Process, SOMe students May wonder which

carry the most weight. Collectively, al of the factors come together ke a puzzie that
will hedp the admissions officer discover who you are. That said, some factors do
Benefits of a quality curriculum:

In 2011, the National Association
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Over time, college prep class
grades and the strength of a
student’s cumculum have been
the two top factors in the
admission decision. Admissions
officers view these as the best
indicators of how well a student
will do in college.

Concerns about quality
curriculum in New York: A
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e Cuts: Since 2011, the State
has made significant cuts to
the quality of the curriculum:

= 17% to Advanced . STRENGTH OF CURRICULUM
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e Lack of equity: the State
has not taken the responsibility to give access to high quality curriculum to all students.

e Inadequate time & resources for Common Core: not well understood by the public and is producing some
backlash. New York is one of only two states implementing high-stakes tests based on the Common Core this year.
There is considerable concern that districts and educators have had inadequate time and resources to fully prepare.

AQE'’s position on curriculum:

e NYS has to ensure that all students have access to a high quality curriculum no matter where they live. There is
tremendous contrast in curriculum quality between school districts across New York State.

e Significant investment is needed to maintain and improve curriculum breadth and quality.

e For the Common Core to succeed there needs to be resources for professional development, curriculum materials
and additional testing costs.

e NYS should proceed with Common Core implementation on pace but should seek a waiver from US DOE to delay
any high stakes consequences due to the associated tests for one year.



