
Since jumping into the race late on March 1, Cuomo has leaned on billionaire backers, evaded
accountability for past abuses, and reminded New Yorkers exactly who he serves. These headlines
(clickable) make it plain—he’s not running for working families, he’s running from his record.

We’ve Been Here Before:
Cuomo’s Record Must Be a Warning, Not a Promise
Andrew Cuomo wants to be mayor of the greatest city in the world. History has its
eyes on us, looking to see if we forget who he is, what he’s done, and what his
leadership cost New Yorkers. His campaign wants to convince people that he is a
steady hand in uncertain times. But history makes clear that Cuomo governed for
the wealthy, punished the working class and unions, and pushed narratives that
were the most harmful to lower-income communities and people of color, people he
now claims to represent.
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https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/05/23/cuomo-claims-hes-hit-8m-cap-for-nyc-mayoral-primary-but-matching-funds-could-be-at-risk/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/05/27/netflix-founder-health-care-ceo-among-latest-corporate-titans-spending-on-cuomos-mayoral-run/
https://nypost.com/2025/03/25/us-news/pro-cuomo-super-pac-raises-2-3-million-from-real-estate-honchos-power-players/
https://hellgatenyc.com/glenn-dubin-andrew-cuomo-donations/
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2025/05/13/chaos-candidate-doordash-gave-1m-to-super-pac-aligned-with-cuomo-who-vilifies-delivery-workers
https://www.thedailybeast.com/maga-billionaire-bill-ackman-donates-250k-to-andrew-cuomos-mayoral-campaign/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/edwardsegal/2025/03/02/comeback-attempt-by-former-gov-andrew-cuomo-has-corporate-parallels/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/02/nyregion/cuomo-super-pac-billionaire-donations.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/2025/05/02/latest-billionaire-backers-of-andrew-cuomos-mayoral-run-the-rockefellers/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/new-york-playbook-pm/2025/06/10/republican-donors-andrew-cuomo-mayor-trump-zohran-mamdani-00397030
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/01/nyregion/cuomo-donors-mayor.html
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Cuomo’s Public Education Record Speaks for Itself
In our schools, Cuomo was a barrier to equity. His first act as governor in 2011 was
to slash $1.4 billion from public education funding. For over a decade, he refused
to honor New York’s constitutional obligation to fully fund Foundation Aid, the
formula designed to close long-standing gaps in school opportunity. The result?
The spending gap between the richest and poorest school districts grew by 24%,
reaching over $10,000 per student. When he resigned in disgrace as governor,
100% of the state’s majority-Black and Latino districts were still owed Foundation
Aid and the state had just recommitted to funding foundation aid, only as an
attempt to restore his image.

His education agenda rewarded hedge fund billionaires pushing privatization while
punishing high-need districts. Many of those same billionaires are now funding his
mayoral campaign—the very donors who recently made headlines for using a
private WhatsApp group to pressure current Mayor Eric Adams into deploying the
NYPD against student protesters at Columbia University. This high-profile group of
financiers and executives sought to silence pro-Palestinian activism through force
—and Cuomo is once again aligning himself with their agenda.

During Cuomo’s tenure as governor (2011-2021), the gap in per-pupil spending between the
wealthiest and poorest districts grew dramatically, deepening education inequity across the
state; see above left: "Cuomo’s broken promises to New York’s students," April 2021. His cuts
during the pandemic years disproportionately impacted Black and brown students,
compounding decades of disinvestment and revealing a pattern of policy choices that favored
the wealthy over the most vulnerable; see above right: “Set Up to Fail: How Cuomo’s School
Cuts Target New York’s Black & Brown Students ,” September 2020.
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As Governor, Cuomo protected his ultra-wealthy donors while slashing resources from Black,
brown, and lower-income students—especially when they needed it most. These headlines from
his time in office tell the story: he governed for the rich, working families paid the price, and
nothing will change if he’s elected mayor.

In April 2020, just as Congress passed the CARES Act to provide emergency COVID
relief to schools, Cuomo cut $1.1 billion in aid from the highest-need, lowest-
income school districts—including a $717 million cut to New York City—effectively
canceling out the federal funds meant to support our most vulnerable students.
These cuts forced already struggling districts to lay off staff and cut essential
services during the pandemic, disproportionately harming Black, brown, and
lower-income communities that needed the State's support the most.

Cuomo Protects Billionaires, Not Kids 
Cuomo’s worldview is shaped by his proximity to wealth and power. He openly
mocked the idea of taxing the rich—“Tax the rich, tax the rich, tax the rich—we did
that. God forbid the rich leave.” Even during a crisis, he refused to raise taxes on
the wealthy to fund public education, instead making devastating cuts to public
schools.

His donor base of hedge fund executives and real estate interests dictated his
agenda, from fighting rent protections to fast-tracking the expansion of charter
schools. As Governor, Cuomo didn’t just ignore our communities, he actively
undermined them.
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Don’t Let Cuomo Back In—Even as Your Fifth Choice
In New York City’s Democratic Primary for mayor, ranked choice voting means you
can rank up to five candidates in order of preference. We urge you to only rank
candidates who share your values and who will fight for a city where all children
thrive, where communities are invested in (not criminalized), and where the well-
being and future of working communities comes first. 
Do not rank Cuomo. Not first. Not fifth. Not at all.

We hope these receipts make it clear that this moment calls for clarity, courage,
and commitment. Don’t settle for the lesser of evils. Don’t help Cuomo slip back
into power. Make a plan now to vote for a future that reflects your values and the
hopes you have for your community. 

Cuomo had a decade to show us who he was—and he did.

Just a few of the many receipts for the damage Cuomo left behind...
From Hedge Papers #16 (2015) to Billionaires Have Fueled Andrew Cuomo’s Political
Career (2019) and Billionaire-Backed Bigots in the Big Apple (2024), these reports
highlight the power of the coalition work that AQE has engaged with in the course of its
25-year history. Together, we’ve exposed how billionaire interests have consistently
undermined working class New Yorkers, especially racialized communities of color. 
Our solidarity is key to resisting the forces that seek to privatize public education and
exploit the communities that rely on it.
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https://hedgeclippers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/HP16.pdf
https://hedgeclippers.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/HP-B2020-GovCuomoBeholdenToBillionaires.pdf
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